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Corona as 
Rorschach test  

 The Covid—19 Pandemic has exposed the weaknesses 
(and occasionally the strengths) of different societies. In 
the U.S. the lack of paid sick leave, high % of uninsured, 
cost of health care, lack of preparedness. In Italy it has 
been particularly acute for a variety of reasons. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Why Italy? Why 
Lombardy? 
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Italy flattening 
the curve 
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Prime Minister 
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Virus 
suspension 

 The virus has had the effect of not just suspending 
normal political life, but the usual politics dynamics. But 
now that Italy takes its first steps toward a return to 
normalcy – it will begin Phase 2, a partial re-opening of 
some non-essential businesses – on May 4 – the usual 
political battles are starting up again.  



Populism 1.0 
Umberto Bossi,  
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The North First
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Secession: 
Italy is S**t 



Berlusconi, 
Populism 2.0 
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and politics  



Berlusconi 
keeps singing  
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mixing sports 
and politics 



Billionaire populist 
A product of the 
system running 

against the 
system 

Businessman v 
Politicis 



 A tycoon who made his first fortune in real estate and his second in 
media; 

 A tabloid celebrity whose marriages, lovers, divorces and 
extravagant houses are the fodder of supermarket gossip 
magazines;  

 A billionaire politician who appeals to working class voters, 

 Who appears like a regular guy by using direct, often vulgar 
language, 

 brags about his sexual conquests, about his wealth (and about 
everything else as well), 

 Makes gaffes and tasteless misogynistic jokes that shock elites but 
make him appear “authentic” to many voters, 

 Has a problem with baldness, awkwardly concealed with a comb-
over and sports a permanent tan, 

 Breaks all the rules and has no concern for rule of law while 
presenting himself as a law and order conservative, 

 Survives scandal after scandal, each of which would have destroyed 
any other politician, with little impact on his popularity, 

 Has a strange weakness for Russia’s Vladimir Putin. 
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Anger and calm
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appointed to 
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Populism 3.0, 
Matteo Renzi, 

demolition now 
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Renzi wins 41 
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European 
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Populism 4.0  
Beppe Grillo, 

5Star 



Grillo, celebrity 
and politics  



Populism 4.0 
Send them all 

home! 



Grillo, superstar
  



Grillo and 
Casalegno: use 
of new media 





Grillo 
channeling 
anger  



Grillo and the 
crowd  



Grillo: F*** You! 



VAFFA! 



Celebrity and 
Politics 
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Reversal of 
fortune: 

PD (orange) v. 
5Star and Lega 
from 2014 to 

2018 



Populism 5.0 
Salvini,  

  Italians First  



Salvini: Padiana 
is not Italy 
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Padania is Not 
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The young 
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now 



Salvini 
embracing Sicily

  



Salvini:  
No more Euro 



Salvini with 
Marine Le Pen 





Salvini and Putin
  



Salvini’s 
miscalculation: 

autogol 





Huge center right 
majority, yellow is 

5star, red is PD 
and left  



Electoral map 
2018  







Unemployment 
by region  



Demographics 

 2018 – 636,000 Italians died 

       449,000 Italians were born 

 

 Italian born population diminished by 235,000 

 From 2014 to , loss of population equal to 677,000, at the 
same time 638,000 immigrants gained Italian 
citizenship. Without this, the loss of population would 
have been 1,300,000.  

 In those four years, 241,000 immigrants arrived.  

 Total 5.2 million, 8.7% of population. 
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