
From agricultural trade to sustainable textiles and fashion  
to human rights activism, the work and passion of an  
upcoming group of international visitors are changing the 
global entrepreneurial and advocacy landscape. And while 
they live in communities across Afghanistan, Estonia, Italy, 
Jamaica, Mexico, and Serbia, their endeavors are recognized 
as supporting and empowering the development of women-
led initiatives around the world. 

During March, as we commemorate International Women’s 
Day and National Women’s History Month, we are proud to 
welcome eight women entrepreneurs and one International 
Women of Courage Award recipient to Minnesota for an 
opportunity to hear their stories, learn about their work, and 
connect on strategies and ideas to empower women both in 
the United States and abroad.

Don’t miss the opportunity to meet these women during 
our March evening Global Conversations in Minneapolis, 

where several of them will speak alongside Lauren 
Hendricks, Executive Vice President for Program Strategy 
and Institutional Relations at Grameen Foundation. 

Women in International Development 
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WHAT
Global Conversations:  

Women in International 
Development

WHEN
Wednesday, March 13
12:00 pm in St. Paul at 

Landmark Center
6:00 pm in Minneapolis at 
the Hennepin County Library 

– Minneapolis Central

WHERE
Landmark Center 

in St. Paul  
AND  

Hennepin County Library - 
Minneapolis Central

COST
Free and open  
to the public;  

Advance registration 
requested

First Lady Melania Trump and Acting Under Secretary of State for 
Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs Heather Nauert with the 2018 
International Women of Courage Award recipients.

https://www.globalminnesota.org/calendar/
https://www.globalminnesota.org/calendar/


Corporate  
Members
Premier $50,000+
Carlson & The Carlson  
Family Foundation
Delta Air Lines

Millennium $30,000+
Cargill
Ecolab Inc.
Horton Holding, Inc.
Medtronic, Inc.
UnitedHealth Group

Senior Global $20,000+
3M
Land O’Lakes, Inc.
Sit Investment Associates, Inc.
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.

Executive $10,000+
Donaldson Company, Inc.
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.
Hormel Foods Corporation
Target Corporation

Leadership $5,000+
Colwell Industries, Inc.
Cozen O’Connor
Dorsey & Whitney LLP
J.P.Morgan
KNOCK, Inc.
The Lakeland Companies
Propel Event  
Transportation Management

Contributing Patron $2,500+
Faegre Baker Daniels LLP
GHR Foundation
Global Tax Network
GREATER MSP
KPMG LLP
Mall of America
Wanner Engineering

Nonprofit  
Members
Patron $500
Carlson Global Institute
Consulate General of Canada  
in Minneapolis
Consulate of Mexico in St. Paul

See globalminnesota.org for the complete  
list of organizational members.

Our Bright Future 
or years, I’ve admired Global Minnesota’s work to advance 
international understanding and engagement. So today, I 

am honored to be writing to you as Global Minnesota’s new 
president. It is a privilege to be entrusted with the stewardship 
of this incredible organization and our amazing staff. I want 
to thank everyone — staff, board, and members — who has 
welcomed me so warmly. 

Having worked across multiple sectors here in our state, I’ve had the great 
fortune of watching Global Minnesota grow, thanks largely to our devoted 
members who support and sustain our quality programs. We will continue down 
this path of sustainable growth by maintaining close partnerships with current 
supporters and expanding our reach to new communities and new regions. Know 
that my values and vision are fully aligned with the organization’s strategic 
direction to become more demographically and geographically diverse, and we 
look forward to engaging all of our supporters to help us grow in this way. 

Every day, I am inspired by the organization’s mission and truly impressed by 
the dedication of its board, staff, and members. For me, this is the opportunity of 
a lifetime, a chance to make a difference by bringing people together, broadening 
perspectives and building understanding – here in Minnesota and around the world.

We are proud of our history – and our future is very bright. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Ritchie 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Global Minnesota President 
Mark Ritchie and staff members 
Laurel Stoneking and Maria Paik 
strengthened connections with 
national partners at the 2019  
Global Ties U.S. National Meeting  
in Washington, D.C.
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https://www.globalminnesota.org/membership/organizational-membership/organizational-members/
https://www.globalminnesota.org/membership/organizational-membership/organizational-members/


March 13 12:00 – 1:00 pm Global Conversations ST. PAUL: Women in International Development

March 13 6:00 – 7:30 pm Global Conversations MINNEAPOLIS: Women in International 
Development

March 18 6:00 – 8:00 pm Culture Through Cuisine: Iran

March 21 5:00 – 7:00 pm CARE Forum: Food, Health, and Women in International Development 
(St. Cloud)

April 10 8:00 – 10:00 am Doing Business in Africa

April 16 12:00 – 1:00 pm Global Conversations ST. PAUL: Internationally Hacked –  
World Wide Weapons 

April 16 6:00 – 7:15 pm Global Conversations MINNEAPOLIS: Internationally Hacked –  
World Wide Weapons 

Date to be 
announced 6:00 – 8:00 pm Culture Through Cuisine: Brazil

May 8 2:00 – 4:00 pm Saving the Majestic Rhino: Conservation Challenges and  
Successes Across South Africa – MEMBERS ONLY

June 15 4:30 – 8:30 pm Year of South Africa Gala

events

REGISTER AT globalminnesota.org or call 612.625.1662
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Global Conversations is based on Great Decisions, a citizen education and discussion program sponsored nationally by the Foreign 
Policy Association and brought to you in partnership with the Friends of the Minneapolis Central Library, Hennepin County Library – 
Minneapolis Central, and Landmark Center.

https://www.globalminnesota.org/event/global-conversations-st-paul-women-in-international-development/
https://www.globalminnesota.org/event/global-conversations-minneapolis-women-in-international-development/
https://www.globalminnesota.org/event/culture-through-cuisine-iran/
https://www.globalminnesota.org/event/care-forum-food-health-women-international-development/
https://www.globalminnesota.org/event/global-conversations-st-paul-internationally-hacked-world-wide-weapons/
https://www.globalminnesota.org/event/global-conversations-minneapolis-internationally-hacked-world-wide-weapons/
https://www.globalminnesota.org/event/year-of-south-africa-gala/
https://www.globalminnesota.org/event/saving-the-majestic-rhino-conservation-challenges-and-successes-across-south-africa/
https://www.globalminnesota.org/calendar/
https://www.globalminnesota.org/calendar/


A Year of Foreign Policy
The world of politics and foreign policy moves fast. A constant news cycle and digital presence 
make it difficult to keep up. And understanding where truth starts and misinformation ends is 

critical to shaping an opinion. That’s why each year through Great Decisions, the Foreign Policy 
Association puts forth the eight most critical international issues facing global policymakers. 

And Global Minnesota is proud to coordinate one of the largest Great Decisions programs in the 
country, where Minnesotans across the state gather in various capacities to explore and discuss. 

DISCUSSION GROUPS
Minnesota is home to 50+ 
Great Decisions discussion 
groups! They include just 

about anyone curious 
about the world and meet 
in varying locales. Browse 

groups online to find  
one that works for you  

or start your own.

EXPLORE ON YOUR OWN
You don’t need to belong to 
a group to enjoy the Great 
Decisions content. Order 

helpful materials to aid your 
own discovery of the most 
critical global issues facing 

the U.S. today. The 2019 Great 
Decisions briefing book, DVD, 
and teacher’s guide are now 
available. Go online or call 

612.625.1662 to order today!

OPEN  
LIBRARY SESSIONS

Each month, an expert leads 
an in-depth discussion on one 
of the Great Decisions topics. 
Free and open to the public, 

these Global Conversations are 
the perfect way to experience 
Great Decisions for the first 

time and occur in Minneapolis 
AND St. Paul.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Global Minnesota’s annual Great 

Decisions conference brings together 
local, national, and international experts 

for a day-long event that shines a 
spotlight on one of the year’s topics.

2019 GREAT  
DECISIONS TOPICS 

Global Migration
Middle East

Nuclear Negotiations
Nationalism in Europe

Trade with China
Cyber Conflict

U.S. and Mexico
State of Diplomacy

WHAT’S YOUR 
PATH TO GLOBAL 

THINKING? 

To learn more, contact Shawn 
Boonstra, Discussion Groups Manager, 

at 612.625.2102 or go online to 
globalminnesota.org/discussion.

https://www.globalminnesota.org/discussion/
https://www.globalminnesota.org/discussion/order-materials/order-materials-form/
https://www.globalminnesota.org/discussion/
https://www.globalminnesota.org/discussion/
https://www.globalminnesota.org/discussion/
https://www.globalminnesota.org/discussion/
https://www.globalminnesota.org/discussion/


1 REFER A FRIEND! It means everything to us 
when you bring friends to events and it’s the 

icing on the cake when they become members too. 
And remember, you can register your guests at the 
member rate. 

2 SUBMIT A GIFT MATCH THROUGH YOUR 
EMPLOYER! Did you know that many 

companies will match employee contributions to 
nonprofit organizations? Submitting a match is easy 
and provides wonderful extra support for Global 
Minnesota — at no cost to you! Contact  
your Human Resources department today. 

3 BECOME A SUSTAINING MEMBER! 
Members who give monthly provide 

stable, reliable monthly revenue for Global 
Minnesota. You save paper and other 
resources because your membership doesn’t 
expire, which means no renewal notices!

4 INCLUDE GLOBAL MINNESOTA IN YOUR 
ESTATE PLANNING. Give a gift that leaves  

a legacy. Contact Josh King, Development Officer,  
at jking@globalminnesota.org or 612.625.5486  
to learn more.

Making Membership Go Further
Did you know that there are ways to support Global Minnesota that won’t cost  
you anything extra? These small acts can make a BIG difference.  

I moved from 
North Dakota 
to the Twin Cit-
ies five years 
ago to be more 
fully engaged in 
issues such as 
the ones Global 
Minnesota 
promotes. Global 
Minnesota has 
been instrumen-
tal in fulfilling 
this aspect of my 
life goals. You all 
are doing an out-
standing job!” 

— Global 
Minnesota  
member

Membership costs as little as $7 a month or $75 for a year. Will you join us to explore the world and help 
make Minnesota global? You can join online at globalminnesota.org/membership or call Kristi Pogatchnik, 
Individual Giving Officer, at 612.625.0620. Membership contributions support ALL Global Minnesota programs. 
THANK YOU for helping us advance international understanding in classrooms and communities across the state.

NOT A 
MEMBER? 

https://www.globalminnesota.org/membership/individual-membership/become-a-member/
https://www.globalminnesota.org/membership/individual-membership/become-a-member/
https://www.globalminnesota.org/membership/individual-membership/membership-that-sustains/
https://www.globalminnesota.org/membership/


Global Minnesota
1901 University Ave SE
Minneapolis, MN 55414

  Like us on Facebook

  Follow us on Twitter

globalminnesota.org

STAY  
CONNECTED

BE PART OF THE YEAR OF Join us for the Year of South Africa Gala! You 
won’t want to miss this unique exploration 
of culture and opportunity to connect with 

others who helped advance Minnesota-South Africa relations 
throughout the year. We’ll also dine on South African-inspired 
cuisine, tour the world with a global array of silent and live 
auction items, and welcome guest of honor Phumzile Mazibuko, 
Consul General, South African Consulate General in Chicago.  
All proceeds from the gala benefit Global Minnesota’s mission  
to advance international understanding and engagement.

Can’t attend but want to make a donation? Contact Kristi 
Pogatchnik, Individual Giving Officer, at kpogatchnik@
globalminnesota.org or 612.625.0620.

The gala will be held indoors at the  
picturesque Bavaria Downs in Chaska

SATURDAY, JUNE 15
4:30 –  8:30 PM

G A L A

Register online at globalminnesota.org.

https://www.globalminnesota.org/event/year-of-south-africa-gala/



