
Minnesota’s Response 
to Sex Trafficking and  

Exploitation  



• Minnesota’s model to respond to sexually exploited youth 
and hold perpetrators accountable 

• Highly collaborative  
• Public safety and public health 
• Multijurisdictional 
• Multidisciplinary 

Safe Harbor 
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Safe Harbor Law  

No arrest or charge for prostitution for 
anyone 17 years old and under. 
Instead, she or he is directed to the child 
protection system and treated as a victim.  



Building off existing  
resources and services 

Homeless  
youth housing  
and services 

DV/SV shelter  
and services 

Implementation of Safe Harbor 



Plus NEW resources and services 

Grants for housing & 
Supportive services 

24-hour hotline 
linking to shelter & 

services 

Implementation of Safe Harbor 



Safe Harbor 
Regions 
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Model Statewide Protocol 
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Training for Police & Prosecutors 
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• Statewide conferences, October 
2014 & 2015 

Investigators 
& County 
Attorneys 

• Trainings for 1500+ 
officers, 25+ locations 
statewide 

Frontline Officers 

• Roll call videos (fall 
2015) 

• Street Officer 
Resource Guides 

Every Officer in the State 



Safe Harbor 
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Criminal Law Changes 

 Broad definition of “sex trafficking,” longer sentences, 
etc. 
 

 Felony for buying sex from any juvenile (even 16 or 
17) 

 
 Longer statute of limitations (enacted 2015) 
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Momentum for Adult Victims 

 Affirmative defense for prostitution that resulted from 
being a trafficking victim (enacted 2015) 

 
 Increasing shift from “Jane stings” to “John stings” 

 
 More agencies choosing not to arrest or charge 

women who are prostituting 
 

 Pending legislation: “Safe Harbor for Adults” 
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